Foshan Introduction

Foshan is a prefecture-level city in Guangdong Province, located in the heart of the Pearl River Delta. It borders Guangzhou to the east and is close to Shenzhen, Hong Kong, and Macau. Foshan serves as the western economic and trade center of the Pearl River Delta and a comprehensive transportation hub, forming one of the three poles of the Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macau Greater Bay Area alongside Guangzhou. It is the 17th city in the country and the 3rd in Guangdong Province with an economic output exceeding 1 trillion Yuan, comprising five districts: Chancheng, Nanhai, Shunde, Gaoming, and Sanshui, with a permanent resident population of 9.55 million.

Foshan has a subtropical monsoon climate, with abundant rainfall and a warm, humid environment. It is one of the birthplaces and thriving centers of Lingnan Cantonese culture and is also one of China's "Four Famous Towns." The city is a significant origin for traditional cultures such as Cantonese cuisine, martial arts, and ceramics, earning titles like "China's Famous City of Cantonese Cuisine", "Capital of Martial Arts", and "Southern Capital of Ceramics". Foshan showcases the rich heritage and unique charm of this ancient city with a history of over a thousand years.

Foshan not only values tradition but also embraces innovation and boldness, becoming one of the first national model cities for the construction of strong intellectual property cities. September 27 each year is designated as "Foshan Talent Day." The city respects, cherishes, and effectively utilizes talent, inviting global talent to join in the pursuit of high-quality development for the future.

Foshan Meteorological Bureau Introduction

The Foshan Meteorological Bureau was established in 1958 and undertakes the government administrative management functions of meteorological work within its jurisdiction under the leadership of the Guangdong Provincial Meteorological Bureau and the Foshan Municipal Government. It currently has 6 subordinate institutions: the Foshan Meteorological Station, Foshan Meteorological Service Center, Guangdong Provincial Agricultural Meteorological Experimental Station, Foshan Meteorological Comprehensive Support Center, Foshan Tornado Research Center, and Foshan Emergency Warning Information Release Center. The bureau is primarily responsible for weather forecasting and warning services, monitoring and warning for severe storms like tornadoes, integrating “meteorology +” services, building multi-source intelligent collaborative observation systems, and conducting ecological agricultural meteorological research. The bureau has a total of 144 employees, 99% of whom have a bachelor's degree or higher, including 5 PhDs (including postdoctoral researchers), 50 master's degree holders, 2 senior engineers in training, and 29 individuals with associate senior professional titles.

Foshan Tornado Research Center Introduction

With the strong emphasis and support from the China Meteorological Administration, Guangdong Provincial Meteorological Bureau, and the Foshan Municipal Committee and Government, the Foshan Tornado Research Center was established in 2013. It is the first and only institution in the country dedicated to tornado research. In 2018, it successfully issued a detailed tornado warning for the first time, accurately reaching town streets, pioneering accurate tornado warnings in China. In recent years, it has issued accurate tornado warnings four times, providing timely alerts for 6 tornado events across the province.

Since 2019, the Foshan Tornado Research Center has collaborated with several universities and authoritative research institutions, including the Institute of Atmospheric Physics of the Chinese Academy of Sciences, Peking University, Nanjing University, and Sun Yat-sen University, focusing on joint efforts around core technologies. It holds a biennial academic exchange conference on tornado research in China, gathering top scholars and establishing a platform for tornado research. In November 2022, the Guangdong Provincial Meteorological Bureau, in collaboration with Peking University, successfully applied for the China Meteorological Administration's Key Open Laboratory for Tornado Research, using the Foshan Tornado Research Center as a technological innovation platform. In 2023, Chen Zhenlin, the Secretary of Party Leadership Group and Director of the China Meteorological Administration, fully recognized the Foshan Meteorological Bureau's tornado research efforts as leading and commendable, urging the CMA Tornado Key Laboratory to strive to become an important platform that combines scientific research and operations for severe convective weather, strengthen open cooperation, effectively utilize talent, and maintain momentum.

